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eon, Min to publiſh Diſcourſes, 2 am chligudl 
* F * to do; without darin NK r is a very un- 
„ * common Circumitan eV and ſuch, I believe, as verx 
eh few or none have had Oecaſion to ſubmit to belides | 
v7. 44.9 myſaf/ But as L am villainoufly-accus'd of Want of! » 
A due to my Prince, and of an undae Attachment to the 
Enemy of my Religion and Liberty; ' ſhould not deal with Ho- 
nour by the Public, if I do not give what L here offer, as a Vindi- 
cation of my Innocence, juſt in the ſame Manner as I preach'd 
— — I folemnly adure them that I do; and 1 
„r before whom theſe Diſcourſes were delivered, will h 
_ aſſert; as far as they are able, chat there is nothing Jn 
addadiio them G Yild 38 1 $1063 TY Dine 
* uno that 'anfit for the Preſcy and indeed bowl! 
can they be otherwiſe, when they juſt colt me two Mornings . 
pun them, and that the Hours of Nine and 
bat their I n, whatever I ſaid would be favourably .. 
ceived:by the Audienee;- and therefore that made me more wis 
— — — But had 1 Srv ate — I muſt have made 


rodeo fart; — — — ror — 


ö D 105 
. not che 4. Bae Jorvh. 
— and and proper Evidence of my In" 
wee tn Heng, Tl ve, that i 1 Were 
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quito 


i PREFACE. 


— — all my Reſolution, 1 unfit me * a * * 
enee at a ts of 
3. _ theſe Diſcourſes was reach'd at St. Paul's Church 
2 23 il, being St. Ge ; re a Socie G 
tlemen, be keep that Day wil =. &, of their ry of Ge My- 
ſelf was one of the Stewards, and the other was abſent. I had 
applied to the Rev. Mr. Cha/e, the Rector of the Pariſh, to preach 
on that Day ; and he defired I would ſupply his Place, becauſe he 
was obl'ged at that Timg to be abſent ; which, rather than the 
— + ary ſhould be diſap em inted, I accordingly yielded fo. The 
ports then about the Rebellion were favourable, the» not cer-. 
1 ; however, tbo' the Subject I preach'd upon had nothing to 
do with it, tu I could not forbear — Jag the —— Ardor of 
mn Soul, and the in ward Satisfaction 8.55 4 Pro. 
— The a myſelf as an SR a Prote C 
x Miniſter of a Proteſtant Church, forced me to ſhew the — 
Joy I felt, and the hearty Abhortence I had of a'ſlaviſh Subjection 
der + in Religion or, Polity. This I have done towards the latter 
End of this Diſtourſe; aud I leave the Reader -t9. judge, Rp 
I muft may, an inconſiſtent, Fellow indeed, to ſeize an Fenn 
nity, when no immediate ,Occafon, a me to it, to teſtiſy m 
Zeal for the pteſent Eſtabliſnment ; an . private, before 4 
or four People, hn. knew, pr ſelves Ranch Adherents 
to _ — s Intereſt the? P11 wy bold to 1 not truer Sub - 


er Lovers of his Perſon,: than myſelf), reſuſe to 


— his ealth, and ſe, aud drink the Pretender's; and 
this at a Time too, When no Rebellion was on Font; onto dong 
ver, it was not known in any of his Majefty s Colonie: 
Tu other Diſcourſe I preach'd at my OWNn-. Pariſth, Chureko! on 
the Day ſet apart by bis Excellency. the Governor andthie Cauncil, 
to give Tha t Almighty Gon, for the Succeſs. he had given 
his Highneſs = Dake, agua the Rebels; and I am ſure, his Ma- 
jelly had not a Subject in his Province, that mare heartily join d. in 
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© The Time I nm sent d of doing this, was, che aft Day” 214 
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— gde bens of. wy Pariſhioners were pleas'd.to. 
——— how that, upon theit going. to, Mx. aq 5s, 4 Houſe: 
of Eutertainment, aft —— purpoſely ſely to be merry on this Oc> 
Sivos is „iso 2 soins ial wel 1 i I 3799 cakon,.: 
Ping R f a A 


a wad » 


the general Joy than myfalf.”?, > This Diſcous(e.plainly, ſpeaks for>. 
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150 e 7 7 of it Howing, the 8 Sentiments of my 


e, I h 15 not enter d into the Nature of Rebellion, 


Ho T: pr Lach? d to a People, who, of all others, were. moſt un- 


likely to incur tae G of at ; 1 1 have diſplay d 81 them the 
29 700 of "A hi War,” that 1 HY inſpi ire them with Dax. fas | 
cir ſulferi Fin Felle * Sub) ets: I have eld them the 
3 of an ab Gute Overament, and a. blind and ſuperſtitious 
Religion, which the muſt have endured, had our Enemies ſuc- 
ceeded, that they might thank Gop for his providential Protec- 
tion of t 700 a and laſtly, I have ſhewed them the Happineſs of his 


Majeſty „under his mild, and 4 5 Sway, that they 
mi 75 No of what they enjoy, an N 'op for — 
Ga 0 . Perſon and Famil ill then, can any 
Man reaſon ly ſug 0 Ka oe, * teach d 2 their 

e afible of my own; or that I 


was not aware, e as was ſo Nink'd and connected with the 
er, that by failing in one, I muſt likewiſe forfeit the other ? 
% me (who dee aun the, ſuffering Perſon), this makes my Inno- 
hee ſo clear, .that . muſt own, I am almoſt confiuent my Accu- 
ſer* Villziny w wall no p00 peer il againſt, me. 
IT have ; Evidence 1-can dhe (as far as the Na- 
ture of "will go) t 19 me; and that of a Man tao, who 1 am 
ſore, would'not ae the deareſt. Friend he has in the World, if he 
knew him guilty againſt his Maj:ſty. But what 1 rather look up- 
on as e greatel} Frog roof of n d is the earneſt Deſire I 
havet 2 m yeelf clear'd, fellow went about, and ſaid in 
5 2 8 that I Th! the Pretender's Health ; at laſt 
= 29 to tell me of it himſelf, and to inſult me. 


nit; and that before a Gentleman, who told- me, 

ention it before, and further, that he himſelf 
ke a 1 — it Was true. This alarm'd me, I knew my Inno- 
cence, . hy as no P to the World; and if I had ta- 
ken gs Notice "Alien I had; heard fe thus accuſed, who is. 


Ales th 21 4 ein Ke A . there 
cafidn, . if Vide and 1 calbd along with them, and I treated them 
with's Glak of Wine; and, myſelf propos'd the Healths of bis Ma- 


24 the 225 and Princeſi of Wake, the Duke, Succeſs to their 
, and Confuſion to their Enemies: And wore than that, tho' [ 
whe hog we the kick op th yet in the Afternoon I went back. to 
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tek, themiclves obſerv'd was not uſual. for md 
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Tis true, had I been difcom psd With Li Wa, Fe ey 
| ich Sentiments, T might ten have alete 180 as 
do all that know me, to every Conpanion of oy y 
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there that would not” think me gullty T az T Cugel WY 
_ my di ee manif 4 905 85 | hg "att preg e 
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rue 8 * ty Honeſt? wel 5 Mile, 
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at a Time tod, when I 9 codt and jp 0 
has any Power over me ut all, . ; hay c Seeg fe ee 


unguarded Hours, when, Reafan' moſt l ene d 

flu -nce over me, an when oo ons and Fele; 15 119 

er ful Weakneffes of human Nature, 150 dreadf 950 

Mind, and lay all waſte and open th if theh, even t they 3 

eyer heard me plead the Cluſe of Rebels, ever Food 

one unbecoming Word of my Royal Maſter, '6 1 ot 4 
15 


Wkom I have 24 Br 575 who e Sale 1075 
he 


am ready y to defend \ laſt” 'of $3408 h 7 
have, Yet them cbme forth''and N et the; Te 
'Fraytor and the Villain, the Villain ur ha has fal 112 


to bis Gob and his King, Which 1 certain! 7 have, 22 
ty. 4 — is bold, tis 175 Innocence is always fo; 30 gal 


more eſpecially, and the ſoreſt Adverſity, that can defall hm 
the Loſs of 115 Honour and e he Be 1 if 7 


gravation of that (except Blaſphemy EG his Gop 1s She * I 


accus'd, of Treachery a his 
low,” It ſtandz me oe Stead them, 15 Gaal 0 Bom: 
ter, and to defend the Innocence o f my Heart a Re al 555 = 


I HAVE been taught from my Youth up to fear Job, and Fl 808 
the King; both which, howeyer negligent I may 1 7 mop 
ef 1 ner yet in the main I've endeayour'd to 
confident T have not offende: IF. 
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age be al ht OR 755 9 7 5 1 . o ever 
7 knew me betray one 
fh other N Fates ef my Friends 


* ; 5 8 e Tie 
= i fee 10 2 incerity border too 


eren 1 none but this Man, can aan againſt 
140 an . at a Time too, that 1 had not r 8.85 gr Intimacy 
t Ake o 


with him, and 3 his Houſe only for the Gen- 
tleman that boarded there. Tis true, I was more. intimate after - 
wards (to my Shame I ſpeak it); but I durſt (if he was not a Vil- 
lain) A to himſelf, if he ever heard me, while in his Houſe, 
indiſcreet as I am, ever mention one traitereus Word. Out of the 
Abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh; and certainly, had 
I been a Rebel in my Mind, I muſt have betray's myſelf. But I 
Aatter myſelf I have * news Þ ſufficient to the contrary, and that 
when there appear'd moſt Shew of Danger, and Fame was big 
with Hyberboles in Favour of the Rebels, I then diſtinguiſh'd my 
Principles, and promoted, as far as I could, Loyalty and Obedi- 


ence to his Majefty among ae Bee 
Mon 5 — firong that the Duke 
oſe Religion might in- 


was defeated, and a chin 
fluence him too far, re ja * my. Pariſh, that confirm'd the 
Report, 1 then my + dale 1 diſcredit i it, and to ſhew 
the Unlikeliheod of the Tru it,” This certainly is not the Be- 
haviour of a Favourer of r I ſhould at leaſt have been 
ſtill, if I had wiſn'd its Suc 
Is ſhort, my Education, Sateref, my unfeigned Love of 
Liberty, but above all, my ftro Attachment to that holy Church, 
in whoſe Boſom I have been cheriſh' d, and inſtructed in all the no- 
ble Sentiments becoming the Goſpel of Chrift (however I have im- 
prov'd myſelf in them), and which has ſtood, and I hope for ever 
will ſtand, the Bulwark and Support of the Proteſtant Religion, are 
all Arguments for me againſt my Accuſer ; and] cant help toning 
a Confidence, that that Gop, who has called me to ſerve at his 
Altar, will make my Innocence appear ; however, to the Eyes of 
all impartial Obſervers. -* But, be it as it will, Patience and Submiſ- 
ſion are moſt neceſſary Requifites i in his Miniſters ; and I hope he'll 
give me Grace ſufficient, whatever be the Event, to ſhew myſelf 
2 to his Diſpenſations, merciſul and forgiving to my Accu- 
Naw true to my Prince; King George I mean, who I fincerely 
„ ay long and happily x reign over a * People, . — the 
| cliciæ 
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. E Praceds of \Solomoware july eſteemed the riobl ct 
. oe of moral Philoſophy: No part of humarr Vir- 
tue, but is there recommended and applaudect; ho 15 
3.55 of human Vice, but is there decried and obj 
gainſt: Tho Beauties of the one are painted forth i 
the. brighteſt Colours; and the Deformities of the other are ſet 
is the moſt;hideous Drei: [Phe K hig and the Peæ ant by —— 
tke taught their Duty, and their Happineſs; and'MajeR an fia. 
NI. there walk Hand in Hund together. 10 Te 
. And it is not only the greater Virtues and Vices; that thus etif- 
ploy. the Pen of the ready Writer; but alſo thoſe leſſer Excellen- 
cies, ſo uſeſal to the adorning of hnmane: Life, are dif ayed, and 
the lower Foibles and Follies of Mankind are Among 
the reſt, he thought it not unbecoming his high Mido. to 725 
* favour of a merry Heare, 2 mention it as ornamental _ 
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wiſe and good Man. In the 15th' Chapter, and 18th Verſe, ke 

82 25 A th a 3 8 2 nce; and in 

> Words of my. Text, thar a mercy Heart doth like a, Medi- 

e den Ken dilptaying” th WII d l * 

iſpoſition, and the good Effects it has on the animal Oecg. 

nomy of the Man that is bleſt with it; namely, that it gives an 

Karmonious Turn to his outward Form, makes him look pleaſant 

and agreeable to others; and e affords Health, Eaſe, and 
Satisfaction to himſelf. I ſtall . further Diſcourſe, ſpeak, 


4 


Firft, To the Juſtneſs of the Royal Author's Remark ; and, 
Arrer i war preſent Meeting. 
For the Fir, — Tis too juſt an Objection to ſome Divines 
that they have dreſs'd up Religion in ſuch a loowy, frightening 
Manner, that they have quite taken away the —,. and Comeli- 
neſs of it, and-have ſcared Mankind from following it's Precepts ; 
bail thereby they mult deprive themſelves of every Thing prateful 
ind acceptable in Life; as if à gay ſoelal Temper was inconſiſtent 
with true Piety, and unbecoming one that makes Profeſſion of 
Sanne G? Währen ing can Religion more Mick. 
vice than the promoting ſuch 5 ehren as this. The Goſpel, 
which our bleſſed Lord cam down t preach to us, was the Gol- 
1 of Peace and Conſolation; hę came 10 give Eaſe to our wound- 
ACandsencre, and 10 lab * and Tranquility in our Hearts; 
he came to aſſure to us the Certainty of a happy Futurity, and to 
new us the certain and infallible Road to it. And can à gloomy 
untoward Soul anſwer the. Ends of his coming ? can a moroſe Pha- 
zifaic Lemper be ſuitable; to ſo bleſſed a Defign of our Lord's? Can 


| he Ends of Chrif's Goſpel be prompted by Means duch contra. 


ty to the 'Temper of it? And muſt we mourn and grieve, 'or at leaſt 
grow ſullen and ſevere, becauſe. the Son of Gop was ſo gracioufly 
ndeſcending, as to come down and die for the Happineſs of his 
Creatures ? e . no; ſo long as aur Chearſulneſe is 2 
Tete cence, ſo long we more fuhy anſwer the Intent of our 
ang, Maler, 11 1587 2 2 «0-1 (1 44913 11S . 4 
— were we not form'difar' Society ) Were we not born 
g be ſociable? And can that Society be carried on without à chear- 
ful and benevolent Diſpoſition ?: How can a Man be deſitous to 
promote the Happinais and Benefit of his Neighbour,” when he hs 
not à Soul ſepdibla of: generous Sentiments when he's Wholly 
abſorb'd i hiawlelf, and looks with an evil Eye en eve TI 
hearty) and dociable . Can m Soul promote | tht 
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Not inaanffent with Religion. 2 


in itſelf ?) Will the Violin pleaſe the Ear wir it's 
t broken + or W; can ſay the Hautbey 
. B Hands of an undilfu Player Þ No; 


Ser | — — anſwer the End of his 
e can never he the good Man, nor the good Chriffian : 
. au, the good Friend : | He may ſay What he 
wal 7. „be wan © very great Chas 
Ta N36 

62 0 

abuſe 

1 ee a G 

as the ans 0 

denies us any N that is 


be an ungaatefu Return. 9 te 
75 
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1 5 2 come mot then," inte = Seeret a With ther . 
fk bee: be not. thou united, 

I Hors. none of this Aſſembly will be ſo vngenerous 25 to. think 
that, becauſe I ſpeak ſq puck; in fare of a merry and chearful 
Heart, throw out Gravity and Serionſneſs from amongſt us: No: 
they $90; on proper — are , EXC nedei- 

e Compoluion of every Cbriſtian; But as the wiſe Author, 
of 7 ext elſewhere tells us, Te . A”, — .there is a Seaſon, 
7 (Toms to emer Zargeſt under Heaven and a Tia 

laugh ; 4 Time to mourn, and a Time to — 7 — 
when à grave and ſerious Deportment is abſolutely neceſſary 

as. more, particularly, when we meet in the ſolemn P 
of $104 or whenever our Religion; requires our — — 
8 many and various Occaſions: But fill there ought to ba 
ace ulneſs even in Devotion itſelf; and that Man is the Man 
ered as well as true Piety, who knows how to diſtin» 

. wah and Qccaſions, and & nakher goers pdr gap 
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cence, is ſo far from being criminal, that it is Praiſe worthy';' and. 
ſurely tis then chieffy ſo, when we meet together upon particular 
Occaſions; when we meet to celebrate the Honour of our Coun- 
try, to congratulate one another on being Excris MN and Brxi- 
TONS (Exeris nurn, I ſay, and BAITOVs, born free, and with 


Hearts feſol ved to maintain our Freedom); and whanimoully to re- 


lieve and aſſiſt each other, on account of our national Relation. 

lr hag. been'a Cuſtom - among all [polite Nations, rs 2 
well as: Heathen, to have ſuch particular Days and it is obſerva- 
ble, that on thoſe Days they gave a looſe to Mirth, indulged the 


ayer. Paſſions, and ſuffered nothing to reign amongſt them but good 
Fenoo dap and Sociality.- And this the Wich 264 beſt Men KATY 
how 


came into and thought they did ro Violence to their wonted 
ravny und Seriou by ſuch an Indulgence: And he was al- 
ways reckened a moroſe and Cyrreal. F indeed, Who would 
earp and quarrel at ſuch innocent Meetings. 
© *Twas' then the Wine look'd loveiy in the Glaſe, taſted ſweet 
to the ſobereſt and moſtt temperate Mind ; *twas then the Ox and: 
the Ram were chearfully devoted to the Ax, even by thoſe, who 
at other Times were moſt abſtemious Twas then they crowned 
themſelves with the choiceſt Flowers, and enrich'd their Bodies 


wih the moſt elegant Perfumes: Then uid the ſcilful Artiſt ring 
moſt raviſhingly his Lyre, and the heavenly Voice exerted itſelf in 


chanting forth moſt melodiouſly the Praiſes of it's Country: Then 
the jocund Youth and ſportful Fair join'd in the ſprightty Dance 
1 and mov'd to the Meafui es of the founding Inſtrument ; 
e the. Old and — — Would ldek with Eyes of T'ranſ- 
— cheir mirtuful Offspring and wh Tears of Joy cry out, 
averd awe l b bur; -thics abe dan d and thus we” Sing," thus 
Aanc d. and fungy* in Honour of our Forrfuthrʒ in Honour of cur 
Country,” of our Liberties, f cut Religion! Then no illnatur'd Mur- 
murs were heard; no invidieus Remarks, no ſpiteful Reflections 
made; but all was one-delightfut Harmony, one univerſal Con- 
cord. Then Was no bewuilſing theit own Misfertunes, no repining 
at anbtller's Felicity} but all their SOrrews were drowned in the 
wing Gobtet, were loſt in the Muffe, and in the Dance; Then 


wut there no ripping up of old Greevances, no revengeful/ and un- 
forgiving Spirit; but all was Peace, all was Joy all was Unity : 
Fhen' the Affairs of Life, and the Intrigues of Buſineſs, had no In- 
tereſt in their Hearts; but all gave to Mirth and. Jeg. to 
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Not inconfilent with Religion. 5 


Chearfalneſs and Unanimity, Thus did the Warriours, the Sages,” 
the good Men of old, at * Times indulge themſelves; and 
thus the Royal Bard, the Man after God's own Heart, did often 
tune his Harp upon ſuch chearful Occaſions. | 

Ir then any ſuch-are here, who cavil at our. ſprightly Behavi- 
our to-day, who call our. Mirth, Folly; and our Chearfulneſs Mad- 
neſs ; procul, proeuhabfint Profaniz away, away. with them; let 
them have no Part nor Portion with us; let them pride themſelves 
in their pretended Piety, their affected Gravity, their ſolemn Pre- 
ciſeneſs ; we envy, we value them not; but ſcorn to ſubmit to their 
ill natur d, their ill-tim'd Cenſures. % i u 

Vis, my Brethren, and Fellow-Countrymen, let us remember 
what we are, whence we come, and whom we ſprung from; that 
we are Barons; that we are the Sons of thoſe who valued Life 
leſs than Liberty, and readily gave their Blood to leave that Liber- 
:y'to their Poſteriiy. Let us remember what Right every Enxc-' 
LISHMAN enjoys, and that the proudeſt of us all cannot, dares not 
oppreſs his meaneſt, loweſt Brother. And, oh! let us chiefly re- 
member, that we can chuſe our Religion likewiſe, and need not 
tamely, baſely ſubmit to the ſlaviſh Yoak of a Roman Pontiff; a 
Yoak, which, I hope, I may now boldly ſay, our proud Enemies 
attempted to put on us in vain; and which every honeit Man would 
have rejected. with the Loſs of his laſt Blood. Theſe, all theſe, 
let us remember; and then, can we be otherwiſe than merry and 
joyful? can we do otherwiſe than ſing and dance, and pour forth 
our very Souls, in grateful Acknowlegements to the divine Being? 
Theſe are Bleſſings indeed || For Happineſs, great like this, well 
may we meet together ; well may we congratulate one another. 

Leger us then all, with one Accord, join in the general Joy; but 
ſtill let us confider, that we muſt Have Wiſdom in our Mirth ; that 
it ought to be ſeaſoned with Prudence, and conducted with Inno- 
cence ; and that nothing ought to be done or ſaid at this Time, 
that is unbecoming either the brave and honeſt Man, or the good 
and pioas Chriſtian. Let our young Men then be decently merry 
let them uſe no looſe — Liberty, no Wantonneſs in their 


Actions, no Immodeſty in their Words. Let not the lovely Cheek 
of the Fair be ſtain'd with a Bluſh, through the illmannerly Ex- 
preſſion of one unguarded Tongue; let not their ſrowy Boſoms 
tremble with Shame, at the looſe Behaviour of one inconſiderate 
Youth ; but all be modeſt, decent, comely, befitting our Natures 
as Men, our Characters as Chriſtians. And you, ye Fair, away 

with 
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at proper Occaſions, and with 


Innocent * &c, 
with all forbidding Airs, all coy and taſteleſs AﬀcQution ; Wear an 


YA 
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eternal Smile in y b. Faces, aud 1 — your vative Beawnies by 
| fincerely in = 


e Chearfulnels of- your: Hearts: Join h 
Joy; and let or Innocence and Humility, let your 
Affability be equal. For you among us, whoſe: and Experi- 
D— Maw on pong your T to you ſurehy I 
need not ſpeak, prudent. in your Behanidbr: © None of you, 
ane uud — — 1a far, à to make 
70 unwarthy. of the in ay wal Years ent Wu 
If you, ſhould, . W — 
n Jou. n. 

Is ſhort, let us all be prudently ry and befled on what the 
wiſe Man tells us, that a merry Heart dben Cod, but chen cia e a 
Medicine and therefore. like . Medicine it ought 0 be uſed, on 

juſt Reftriftions' What thote- 

Reiirictions are. you, own Judgments will dictate to you; 1 ſhall 
therefore conclude with the wWholeſome Advice given in an old: 
Englyþ Proverb; Let ws take Care to be merry e 1 ·˖[ t 
e 7 G0 b the Father, oe. 
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Preath'd he St, 7 Jena $ Church, on the Day ſet apart by his Ex- 


 cellency the Governer and his Council, to give Gop: Thanks 
for the Conqueſt of the Rebels by his Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of CUMBERLAND. 


Pfalm cxxii, 6, * 7. * for the. Peace of 1 they hal 


* that love thee, Peace be within ROY man aud Profperity 
ae hin thy Palacis. 


$442 E are now (thank Gap) come to a Certainty about the 
Rebellion at home; we have full Accounts of it's beit 

\ Jupprels d, and of Peace and Proſperity being reſtoved 

155 to thoſe Lands, from whence either we or our Fathers 

drew our Breath: That wicked and unnatural Rebel- 

lion, which. was raiſed againſt a juſt and beneficent Prince, a Prince 

wakefal for the Good of his — ; and which tended to the De- 

ſtruction of all that was dear to us, our Liberties, and our Reld- 

ion. Wiſely then has the Legiſlature done, in ſetting apart a 

ay for our ſolemn Rejoicing together; for our offering up to 

Gop, the Sacrifices of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for ſo great, fo 


* -glorious.a Mercy. This then is the Day, and to this are we 
met together; to be merry and Joyful, becauſe the Machinations of | 


our proud Enemies are come to nought; to rejoice and ſing, bo- 
cauſe we can ſlill fit in Peace, every one under his own Vine, and 
his own Figtree ; and to praiſe that good Gov, who, by the In- 
Ee of his Providence, prevented-our threatned Deſtruction: 

withal ay further for the Peace of Jeruſalum; hambly | 
and devoutly i aſk of the Divine Mercy, that he'll pain | 
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5 A Thank/aiving SERMON 


- pleaſe to continue his Favour te us, that he will preſerve to our 


naive Country the Ergoyment of our Liberties and Religion; and 


til watch over us with à kind and protectful Eye, ſo as to con- 
. . 9 30D 


ud the Devices of our Enens 25 againſt u. 


We ourlelves indeed were at too great a Diſtance from the 


Scene of Action, to have our Share in the Danger; we were too 
far remov d to be ſenſibly affected with the Miſeries hanging over 
the Heads of our Fellow Countrymen, and ſaw but ſrom afar the 
herrid Devaſtations made by, our inſulting Foes, in thoſe Places 
Where they had ſuccecded. When we heatd it, we would cry, \we 
were concerned; but as we had no immediate Share in the Di- 


ſtreis, ſo pur Concern was but of little Continuance. But let ds 


picture to ourſelves the dreadful Miſeries of à Civil. War; let our 
Minds dwell a little on the conſtant Attendants of io great an Evil; 
and then certainly our Hearts muſt overflow with , Pity for our 
wretched Countrymen, and we mutt pray very ſincecely indeed for 
the Welfare and oatety of Jeruſal:m. - _ | IP 

To have the hard and painful. Labours of the toiling Farmer 
loſt and deſtroyed all at once; to hear his Children cry in vain for 
Bread, and his Oxen low for Fodder, and he have one to ve 
them, when but late he had a beautiful Proſpe& of great 8 
to ſee his Family, de'titute as they were, driven from their Habi- 
tations ; or, ar |-aft, his Houſe dis/urniſhed of all valuable he had 
in it; and, which is ſhocking indeed! perhaps to fee his Wife and 
Daughters, before his Face, robb'd of their Honour, inhumanly 
ravilh'd by the villainous Soldier: Is not this a diſtreſsful State? 
and how, my Brerkren, would you have been able to endure it? 


| | To fee che Tradeſman, a late wealthy and happy, 'now difconſo- 
| late and feartul, bereav'd of what he had for his whole Life before 


been anxiouſly amaſling to ether; and mourning the Fate of his 
deſtitute little ones, whom but lately he expected to raiſe to a plen- 
tiful Fortune, by his own laudable Care and — now he re- 
joices no more, that a Man Child is born into the World; and his 
poor, defengeleſs, dead-hearted Wife grieves ſhe was the Mother 


of ſo many unhappy Objects. O what teal Caufe' is this for Grief | 


and Mourning ! and were not we happy indeed, in that we were 
exempt from ſuch terrible Misfortunes ? To hear the great ones 
of the Land, them that ſit in the higheſt Places thereof, complain 
of Miſeries they never felt before; to have their noble and loft 

Palaces ftripp'd of all their coftly Furniture, and left only 2 Hee 


| of Ruins; to have their fruitful Lands, inflead of gratefully repay- 
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che e Countiyuthei? tam pled roy and tu 
55 vile, quurʒ untl Bet of Men, ws are quite Stran- 
iq Pity; und Compaſſion gad f n Croud of * Servauits tc 
Wait & their very Nod, — — to Wait on themſelves, aud per- 
aps hot En whero to hide . Heads: Inftead of marrying 
their lovely; ers to. Wealth and Power, to Honors and A- 
byndance, not ta be able to ſhield them from the Inſults of others, 
aud to hear cheir pitifut Cres in vm O Grief! O Horror! To 
ſeg our, Churches :prap phuamdi and our Altars thrown down, and the 
15 ily ks paſtor uriven from is Flock; while they, depriv d of the 
his friendly Hand, wander bew ilder'd iu a Heap of Misfor- 
and maurn the Loſs of hisProfece in Aſſiſtance. 'Tohave our 
aged Matrons and-venerable old Men, whom a little more Time, 
00 quite have ripened for the Scytae; cut down before the Days, 
of their Pilgrimage were fulfilled; and holding up in vain, 
their, weak — Hands, to implore the Pity of the mercileſs] N 
0 dier. Ho ſee aur Nizidens with Hair dimepel ed, with ſwoln, 
10 * Cheeks, dragg'd to the horrid Embtaces of a. 
liſtful, Villains; To have Brother Mur againſt Brother; and Son a. 
gal n/tykather, . In ſhort; ts have out Cities butri'd" and eſttoy „d, 
our Groupds unti bd, our Relatives and Dependenits droo ce Ty 
Want, and qaurſelves helpleſs, undone, and —.— to aſſi | 
Theſe, theſe are all the -ghaftly Attendants on à civil War; pak 
theſe Greaf-Britainiin ſome Shafe has ſuffered” ay had ulder- 
gone the ſame Fate, had not Gop in his Noe dence in er 
pos ' d his all powerful Hand, and ſtood up” in ber Bes ae ' 
the great ph. of Battles he bad the War to ceaſe, and t was 
ſtill ; he reſtored Peace to our native Country, and replenith'd the 
Souls of it's Inhabitants with Joy. To him, len dete. Fg our Gra. 
funde is dug: 40 himibe Glory and Pralle fer Fn 
i ant | 


Ves, my Brethren, well 42 we thank o Rd, 
Prefer 1. — emmer Iute een, 
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5 ueror's lt e Finger, like Reboboam's, would be heavy in- 
hat would then have become of that dear Liberty, 
C wherein 
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; 10 A Thankſgiving SERMON 


wherein now we ſo juſtly glory? What Rights, what Privileg 
ſhould we have had, but A. of patiently min to the 3 
rious Will of an abſolute Maſter, if not of an abſolute Tyrant? 
for what can be greater Tyranny, than forcing Abſardities. upon 
the Underſtanding, and obliging us to believe them for Truths} 
And this would have been our Fate with Regard to Religion; for 
we muſt then have ſubmitted to , all the Fopperies and Abſardities 
of the Roman Church; Fopperies ſo great, and Abſurdities ſo ma- 
nifeſt, ſupported with Arguments ſo weak, and Falſhoods ſo abo- 
minable, that to me it is the greateſt Wonder in the World, that 
any Man of common Senſe can be ſo blinded, as to follow and 


: 


ſupport a Religion, that gives the Lie to every ſenſible Faculty a- 


bout him. * Dl 7 o bt f 
Tuis is really the Caſe of that Church, and this may be fully 
roved from their own Books aud Writings. And yet this, terri- 
le as it is, is the heavy Yoak o Slavery and Bondage; which we 

maſt have ſubmitted to, had the Pretender and his Accumplices tri- 

amph'd over us: And had our Cenſciences been: ſo tender,” as to 
have refuſed ; if we had had ſo much Integrity and Reſolution in 
us, as to have perſiſſed in an Opinion, that a Stone can't be Bread, 
or an Herring an OyKer ; or, which is all one, that the Bread and 

Wine in the, Lord's Supper can't poſſibly, by the Bleſüng of the 

Prieſt, be changed really and abſolutely into Fleſh and Blood, ſuch 

Fleſh and ſuch Blood as we carry about us, and the very ſame that 


our Lord carried about him, when he dwek among us;1 ſay, had we 


been ſo obſtinately boneft as to have flood to this, then what re- 
main'd for us but a Smithfield Fire? We muſt all have fallen Mar- 
tyrs to the Truth; and with our Blood, muſt we have ſcaFd our 


Faith. Let us but ſtand ill, and rele upon this as we ought, 
and then we can't but fall down with Hearts full of Gratitude, and 


worſhip and praiſe that adorable Being, who ſo aſſiſted us in our 


Time of Trouble, and ſuffered not ſuch terrible infatuated Ene- 


122140 Un . 


mies to prevail againſt us. 


Bur it is not enough to praiſe and bleſs Gop for the great 


Mercies already receiv d, but we muſt alſo. pray for the Peace of 
Feruſalem : We muſt wiſh for Peace within her Walls, and Proſ- 
vine Being, to give ſuch.a Spirit of Wiſdom and Unde 2 
of Honour and Truth, of Sincerity and Integrity, of Holineſs a 
Piety, unto all thoſe who, under his. gracious . have the 
Management of Affairs oyer us, that they may truly 
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peer within her Palaces ; and in order to this, we muſt beg of the 


and faith- 
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fully conſult and act to the Glory of Gop, to the Good of their 


On the Conqueſt over the Rebels. 11 


Country, and to the Honour and Intereſt of their King: This, if 
we would be good Subjects, true Lovers of our Country, and true 
Aſſertors of it's Rights and Privileges, ought to be the Employ of us 
all; and there are none among us of ſo little Weight and Concern, 
but are able to do this Service to one anether, to pray for the Wel- 
fare of our Country. And, if we fincerely do this, the righteous 
Gov, that heareth all our Prayers, and governs all the Thoughts 
of Men, and all their Actions too, will make all Things tend to 
our Benefit and Happineſs; and all our Enemies Deſigns againſt us 
to - of as little as thoſe late Attempts that they have 
oy we then, as we eaſily may, good Chriflians, and good Sub- 
je&s ; let us deprecate the Divine Being, bumbly, ſeriouſly, and 
devoutly ; and then we can't fail of being heard, and that too with 
Succeſs ; then we may ſtill hope to enjoy our Religion and Liberties 
under the happy Rule of the preſent reigning Family, and expect a 
Race of Princes, whoſe Tempers, as they are remarkably mild and 
entle, ſo is their Love for, and Care over their People the reign- 
ing Paſſion of their Souls. GOD, of his infinite Mercy, long pre- 
ſerve thim; and their Pofterity, on the Throne of GRIAT-BAITAIx; 
and to this let all the People fay, A MEN. 
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